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WHAT WE STAND FOR

Isaruit realized from its beginnings that ‘flying’, that
is, using ‘wings’ (Isaruq) is what Isaruit is all about.
Isaruit is designed to give you wings! At first we
thought of being organized in the style of a raven.
Then in 2023, when Isaruit was going through some significant challenges that threatened to close the organization,
one of our participants began carving an alabaster owl, under the guidance of Jushua lllauq, one of the Inuit elders
from Clyde River who originally envisioned Isaruit, and other Isaruit shop instructors. As the owl began to take shape,
Jushua pointed out that Isaruit is an organization in the style of a Snowy Owl. Like Uppijjuak, Isaruit hunts for what it
needs, establishes its family in any environment in the harsh conditions of the Arctic or the south, and stays with and
encourages its youth for years. It also flies quietly and efficiently over the land and water and keeps its nest very
clean. This is the style of Isaruit’'s organization, patterned as it is, after the awesome and humbling living organism of
the Arctic that is Upijjuak.
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INTRODUCING OUR THEME

SHEENA MANASIE ZORGA JOHN

AKOOMALIK AKPALIAPIK QAUNAQ HOUSTON
The focus of this year's conference was ’Navig.atin_g Thro-ugh MARCH 26-29, 2025
Rough Ice’. This was a theme that surfaced in discussions 815 ST. LAURENT BLVD. OTTAWA

with the Artists and Staff at Isaruit Inuit Arts in a search for MEET THE TRAILBLAZERS
answers to many questions, such as: “Where do we go from ART WORKSHOPS

here? How do we move forward as artists and creators?” COUNTRY FOOD
REAL TIME Q&A

. . . . . THROAT SINGING & DRUM DANCE
Isaruit felt the need to connect with other Inuit Artists with PERFORMANCES

these questions in mind. The theme of ‘Navigating through INUIT VENDORS (29TH)
Rough Ice’ was able to offer guidance and support. The
artists called back to the past generations of traditional Inuit
knowledge as a stepping stone to move forward. Specifically,
the theme brought forth the wisdom that comes from
travelling through rough and icy terrain.

Free Event, Registration Required
Email info@isaruit.ca

Learn From 10 Inuit Creators: Actors, Sewers,
Carvers, Performers and a Tattooist!
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MANILAAKSUINIQ - NAVIGATING ROUGH ICE

ARTISTS LINEUP

MARCH 26TH PERFORMERS & SPEAKERS 5-8 PM

BEN ILLAUQ - PHOTOGRAPHY

ZORGA QAUNAQ - TATTOO REVITALIZATION, (ACTRESS NORTH OF NORTH)
JESSIE KANGOK - DRUM DANCER, (ISARUIT BOARD MEMBER)

RUBEN KOMANGAPIK - DRUM DANCER, (AJA JAA)

DAVID SERKOAK - DRUM DANCE PERFORMANCE

SHEENA AKOOMALIK & NAGLINIQ - THROAT SINGING PERFORMANCE
DINNER

MARCH 27TH PANELISTS 11-3 PM

JOHN HOUSTON - ARCTIC FILM DIRECTOR, INUIT ART DEALER
RUBEN KOMANGAPIK - SCULPTOR

NAULLAQ ANAKAK - ARTIST SEWING & PAINTING,

LUNCH

MARCH 28TH SPEAKERS 11-3 PM

MANASIE AKPALIAPIK - SCULPTOR PREFERRING WHALE BONE
RUBEN KOMANGAPIK - SCULPTOR

JOHN HOUSTON - ARCTIC FILM DIRECTOR, INUIT ART DEALER
LUNCH

MARCH 29TH PERFORMERS & SPEAKERS 10-2 PM

THERESIE TUNGILIK - ON ARTISTS ROYALTIES & INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
SHEENA AKOOMALIK & NAGLINIQ - THROAT SINGING PERFORMANCE
SHEENA AKOOMALIK - THEATRE (ACTRESS)

RUBEN KOMANGAPIK - DRUM DANCE PERFORMANCE

LUNCH

INUIT ART & CRAFT VENDORS

Free Event, Register at
Email info@Ilsaruit.ca

! 8
ARTWORK BY NAULLAG ANAKAK

MANILAAKSUINIQ - NAVIGATING ROUGH ICE

SCULPTURE BY MANASIE AKPALIAPIK

THEMES

MARCH 26TH PERFORMERS & SPEAKERS 5-8 PM

Enjoy an opening celebration featuring a photo presentation by Ben
IHfaug on ‘Manilaaksuing’ (Rough Ice) followed by a discussion on
the revitalization of tattoo art by Zorga Qaunaq. The evening also
includes performances by throat singers Sheena Akoomalik and
Naglinig, drum dancing by David Serkoak, Jessie Kangok, and
Ruben Komangapik. End the celebration with new friends and a
delicous country food dinner!

MARCH 27TH PANELISTS 11-3 PM

The focus shifts to the evolving recognition of Inuit art through a
panel led by John Houston and Ruben Komangapik, exploring
Canadian historical strategies that have elevated or deflated Inuit
art's international and national status. The afternoon features
Naullag Anakak sharing insights on traditional sewing techniques
and her artistic journey. Gather for a delicious country food lunch!

MARCH 28TH SPEAKERS 11-3 PM

Through a panel Manasie Akpaliapik and Ruben Komangapik will
share about the economic influences on sculpted art peices, the
valuation process, and the interaction between carvers and market
forces. Followed by a hands-on demonstration of alabaster carving
by Manasie, where he will showcase his tools and the process of
carving. Dine with these trailblazers and enjoy country food!

MARCH 29TH PERFORMERS & SPEAKERS 10-2 PM

The final day, Theresie Tungilik discusses royalties and intellectual
property rights for artists. A panel including Sheena, John, and
Ruben will provide tips and tricks to breaking out of your shell and
to confidently enter the world of art. The conference concludes with
a final musical performance. Lunch and desserts to follow!

Free Event, Registration Required
Email info@isaruit.ca
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INUKTITUT FIRST

The conference was delivered primarily in
Inuktitut with the exception of one
presentation and Q & A, and occasional
audience questions. In cases where english
was spoken, there was simultaneous
translation in Inuktitut.

Simultaneous translation towards english
was also made available by talented
translators, Jeannie Manning and Leonie
Kunuk.
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The evening started off with celebrations of Ajajja, drum There was a feast of Char, Seal
dancing, and opening remarks. Followed by Zorga’s Pies, Pasta, Salad, Fruit and
presentation about her practice of Traditional Inuit desserts of Chocolate Seal Blood
Tattooing (Tunnit and Kakkinnit) and Revitalization. Cake.

The atmosphere was warm, welcoming, honouring and The night ended with an Ajajja
healing. We saw that collective healing and knowledge- Drum Dance by David and a Raffle
making happened as tattooing practices were centered. of handcrafted arts from Isaruit

Artists.
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AGENDA -DAY 1

° QULLIQ LIGHTING BY ASENATH KANNUTAQ

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION BY BEVERLY ILLAUQ

6 AJAJJA DRUM DANCE BY RUBEN KOMANGAPIK & JESSIE KANGOK

e PRESENTATION BY ZORGA QAUNAQ

DINNER FEAST

6 AJAJJA DRUM DANCE BY DAVID SERKOAK
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Isaruit Sewing Instructor and Artist Asenath
Kannutaqg opens with prayer and shares the
importance of the Qullig even in today’s modern
world. She is joined by Rosemary Keenainiak,
Isaruit Staff and our MC for the event.
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Jessie Kangok, Isaruit Chair, and Rosemary welcomed Beverly lllauq, Isaruit coordinator,
everyone to the conference on the opening night (see opens the evening by sharing the
image from previous slide) on behalf of Isaruit. history of Isaruit and the vision for
Here is Jessie with Muckpaloo Ipeelie, the conference our conference.

organizer for this year’'s event.
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Artist Presenters
David Serkoak
& Zorga Qaunagq

David spoke about why he
enjoys and chooses Ajajja
songs. He brought recordings
from his community to present
and to support him in his Ajajja
drum dancing performance.

Zorga talked about how she
grew to become a tattoo artist
even when she felt like the
practices had been lost, and
how it helped in her search for
ldentity and belonging.

2025 CONFERENCE
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Zorga spoke about connecting with other Inuit tattoo
artists, and with the people she tattoos, which helps
to strengthen and reclaim their identity. Her
navigation through rough ice was finding where to
(re)build traditional Inuit tattooing culture and
community, and how to make safe space to practice
Kakkinnit, traditional hand poke tattooing.

Navigating Meanings of Tattoos

=> Meanings were lost, we are figuring it
out

=> Now, they are used to reaffirm identity

=> Research is being done, but there are
different opinions on what is the most
appropriate way to do it

Right: Miniature ivory mask with incised lines thought to
depict tattoos. Dorset Culture, Devon Island (Nunavut), ca.
1700 B.C. © (anadian Museum of History
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Sharing and connecting with each meaning for the individual.
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JAAPINE PN Q&A

Acaln®b bD>7y® YL UAL A®LDLGSCD>*D® JocD>~ Elder Kaujuk Komangapik explains how she remembers
>eAMC <P* Drge® <o bePaa® that the soot from the oil lamp was used to make tattoo

haJNIMa>bC g q%AJ. ink.
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Staff are getting ready for the feast with traditional Inuit Foods,
Seal Pies and Blood Cake made by artist Aija Komangapik.
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ALPAC A®Cba AYN*C A®ba Ay b-CcP>*DC Isaruit Staff worked each day to offer a meal at
B>CLE bNL*aP>N-OJ. Abc®CAC ¢PC the conference. There were mainly traditional
ACH PR P> LD boac®Chbaod®la foods, as well as pasta and veggies.

&CMe AP*Da0.
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Sheena Akoomalik / Tuniniq Group
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The evening ends off with a final performance by the Tuniniq Group, led
by Sheena Akoomalik. Here we can see Sheena performing a lullaby.
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Daily Door Prize Raffle / Isaruit staff Gwen Paluk made the Ugpik that was won on Day 1.
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DAY 2

The second day of the conference was full of
guestions in the air. We asked: “Where do we go
from here?”

We learned about e-numbers, and found family
connections. The day was full of mixed emotions

that come with learning, and questioning how to
rebuild.
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AGENDA -DAY?2

c QULLIQ LIGHTING BY JEANIE KANAYUQ

INTRODUCTION BY RUBEN KOMANGAPIK

BEN ILLAUQ'S PHOTOS PRESENTED BY RUBEN KOMANGAPIK

LUNCH FEAST

CONVERSATION: RUBEN KOMANGAPIK & JOHN HOUSTON /
THE CHANGING FACE OF INUIT ART: CAUSES AND INFLUENCES

PRESENTATION: ARTIST NALLAUQ ARNAQUQ
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PG bad® LOA®PCD>CDP P[0 2- YT AJ'LACAG DP* Ao,
Jeanie Kanayuq opening Day 2 with Quillig lighting and prayer.
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Ben lllauq’s Youth Expedition / Photographs

Ben lllaug's Photos were presented by Ruben Komangapik. They They travelled both by Snowmobile and Dog Team.
showcased Ben's dogteam journey through the Arctic with a group It was this journey by Ben lllaug through rough ice
of Inuit Youth. The group travelled from Resolute Bay to Grise Fiord that inspired the conference’s theme. Our photos
and back again, from March 25 - April 12, 2025. The trip was led by of rough Ice were taken by him.

by the ‘Roots’ program.
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Lunch Feast

Participants eat and laugh
together after the morning’s
presentations.
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Ruben Komangapik
& John Houston
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Sculptor Ruben Komangapik
and Filmmaker & Inuit Art
Dealer John Houston discuss
challenges in marketing and
recognition for Inuit artists
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John Houston tells about
the history of his family and
their work in supporting
Inuit artists to gain
recognition and have
successful and supported
careers.

He shows famous Inuit
artist Kenojuak Ashevak as
one of the people his family
worked with.
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John Houston and Ruben Komangapik talked about sculpture, marketing and recognition in the art
market and galleries. John taught about the old ways that the Canadian Government archived artwork,
and the moment in which they got rid of the e-number system. Records were destroyed and no longer
made available to artists or dealers, which meant that Inuit Artists lost their links to their art works and
the recognition that went along with it.
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Q & A / with John Houston about his presentation on Inuit Arts

'What was your process fo

"How has the change from

and recognition of Inuit art
"As artists, how can we reg

3:00 PM: Day concludes

m———— F
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PARTICIPANTS FINDING FAMILY & COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
with one of the last copies of the government archive of artist e-numbers
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Day 2 - Raffle
Kookum scarfs and paintings by Jackie Ittigaitok.
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DAY 3

The day started off with a
feeling of going into your
families camp and reflecting on
reclaiming what was no longer
practiced.

We ended the day with being in
a carving shop, learning about
the joys and the challenges of
being a carver.
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AGENDA -DAY 3

Q QULLIQ LIGHTING BY KAUJUK KOMANGAPIK

PRESENTATION BY NAULLAQ ARNAQUQ / THE PLACE OF CREATION (ARTS)
IN TRADITIONAL INUIT CULTURE

6 LUNCH FEAST

0 PANEL DISCUSSION: MANASIE AKPALIAPIK AND RUBEN KOMANGAPIK / ECONOMIC INFLUENCES
THAT AFFECT CREATORS - A CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO CARVERS

MANASIE AKPALIAPIK & JOHN HOUSTON / STUDIO VISIT WITH AN ACTIVE INUIT CREATOR
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bD>75 % YL*LAL LDACPCD>PD® bNLeT® DP<latdC Day 3 opens with a prayer and Quillig lighting by Kaujuk
<L AJ'LASAG J-cT". Komangapik




ALPAC Ao A KaDLcP>*NC / ISARUIT INUIT ARTS

QDLqu quqbdqb

aDcC® Lfa®d® >bcLN-Od A IPIh®DJC b P *DedS,
>bD>rPbeNOJ CIPLY a® bDrPLYM o ahdeP<tJ > *PLUM G Lea I°.
PeILLC @ T Ao DI >CCC, ACKARMNOID A®IPL
<LDPCP> W™ La® Ac*a<PNoC AcJ P>y D>CAa, AbIb-C* a
AcC®IPPIC [PAPPC, Doa /b PacD>PPC by cDPP-5 Acta IS D> bC>*AN®.
>G> b D>I% Ac®dredc Ao A Ka P/ AYYPNPIPME AdP*L o
dCaS%Are, ICC*LC Hha*Y<LeND> oL JC <o daa*LC M eAbcC>Sa™LJC.

Naullaq Arnaquq

Naullag's presentation was like walking through history, through her
eyes, from a child to today. She shared her lineage and her kinship ties,
as well as her work as a teacher, revitalizing culture in the education
system, witnessing and helping to bring back traditional ways of sewing,
tattooing and Kayak making. She shared the ways that traditions of
Inuit making and creation were woven throughout her life, from her
father’s carving to her mother’s sewing.

>bD>rP>od bNLaT 2025- / 2025 CONFERENCE
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Namminig Sanaugavut

2025 CONFERENCE
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Naullag's theme was Namminiq
Sanaugavut, which translates to:
‘created by us'. Throughout her
presentation she encouraged
people to find our stories using our
own connections, and our own
histories.
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Naullag used the Amautti as an example to encourage seamstresses

to bring back old patterns. This Amautti was made by her mother, and
the front beading was made by her aunt.
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Memories, Ways in Community:

When Naullag was growing up, her
family was still in the time of migration
and living in small groups. When she
was a child, they moved to the
community of Igaluit. That is when they
learned how to settle downin a
community life.
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Naullag showed many
pictures of her family, Each
one had stories of her
connection through kinship
and her namesakes.
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Naullag demonstrates the hide n’ seek game that she
played as a child with the Imuta Ajja song. She
explained that there are two version of this song, a
longer one and a shorter one, one for younger children
and one for older children.
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Naullag's presentation created
conversation and connection.
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Manasie Akpaliapik
& Ruben Komangapik:

Manasie and Ruben’s presentation was
like sitting in a carving shack learning
about how to create your own art.
Manasie spoke about the challenges of
being an artist outside the box in his
early years of carving.
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Manasie spoke about the unique
properties of each stone, and how
he built his connection to the
stone. He shared that each stone
would reveal to him what it would
become.
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Audience Q & A with Manasie and Ruben.

& "Pretation Receivers
SN Available Here

s Dinterprétations
i 8 P Ponibles ici
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John Houston & Manasie Akpaliapik:
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Sculptor and Artist Manasie Akpaliapik sits with
his Art Dealer and friend, John Houston, to talk
about how they work together.

Manasie shared how he likes to work with whale
bone, and how this can be a barrier to exporting
art internationally.
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They talked about ways of marketing Inuit Art that maintain
recognition and fair compensation for artists and creators.
John shared how standard exporting rules limit the choice
of materials for Inuit carvers. These are some of the ways
they navigate rough ice in their work.

Manasie spoke about the complexity of working with
carving materials. For example, when working with bone,
an artist has to wait many years until it is the right density
to be carved.
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different qualities of stones. We
can see that each stone has it’'s
own story of creation.
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Day 3: Zorga shows her winnings
from the Door Prize Raffle.
Ookpiks made from seal skin by
Isaruit Staff.
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DAY 4

Many memories from Elders and conference
participants were shared on the final day of the
conference, as we reflected upon the changes
that have occurred for Inuit and celebrated the
work we are doing in restoring all that was

forbidden.
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AGENDA -DAY 4

c QULLIQ LIGHTING BY ASENATH KANNUTAQ

THERESIE TUNGILIK / KEEPING IT OUR OWN - A PRESENTATION ABOUT INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIGHTS FOR ARTISTS

SHEENA AKOOMALIK / INUIT CREATION AND PERFORMING ARTS
LUNCH FEAST
THROAT SINGING PERFORMANCE

CONFERENCE CONCLUSION & THANK YOUS
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Asenath Kannutaqg opens on Day
4 with a prayer and Quillig
lighting.
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Theresie Tungilik

MC Rosemary introduced our morning
presenter, Theresie Tungilik, National

President at CARFAC and specialist in
Intellectual Property Rights for artists.

She became passionate about promoting
artists’' rights because of the time she spent
with her father, a carver, and other artists in
her community as a child. She later wanted
to help the artists to know their rights and
ensure they were receiving fair
compensation.

She impressed that artists know that the
value of their time and of their work is of
great importance.

To keep a link to one’s work, Theresie urged
artists to write their name and the date they
created each artwork.

She offered the resources of CARFAC to help
artists understand fair compensation and
property rights.

2025 CONFERENCE
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Theresie's family are at the Vanier Liberal MP Mona Fortier
conference to hear her speak. comes to show her support.
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TUNUNIQ THEATRE
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Performer, Director & Producer Sheena Akoomalik
shared her experiences working in Theatre focused on
Inuit culture, in a time when Inuit culture was still
frowned upon.

She shared her journey with Tununiq Theatre group,
and how she worked with Elders to revive traditional
songs and short plays.
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The Tuniniqg theatre group
travelled and performed for a
variety of events. They would
perform for tourists coming by
boat, as well as in schools and in
different communities.

She spoke about the variety of
work done with her cast and
team members.
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She spoke about the impacts of residential
schools on her culture, and the rough ice of
working to recover, as well as the importance
of keeping stories and traditions alive to pass
on to the next generations.

B LK il s

| Sheena also spoke about the inspiration and
strength that lives in Inuit Justice, telling
stories from her family history.

gD 4.

b —
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The final lunch feast included honey garlic seal ribs, butter seal, fruit, veggies,
macaroni, spaghetti, and seal blood chocolate cookies.
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Performance by Ruben
Komangapik
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The Isaruit Team are appreciated for their hard work throughout the conference.
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Jackie Ittigaitok, winner for the final raffle Our simultaneous interpreters throughout the whole
prize is shown off. conference step out from behind the recording
booth, Jeannie Manning and Leonie Kunuk.
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VENDORS

Larissa Ford - Handmade beaded earrings

Sila Ineak - Custom apparel with handmade illustrations
Eleanor Partridge - Handmade jewelry

Lucy Curley

Damien Iqualla - Hand crafted knives

2025 CONFERENCE

Amanda Akeeagok

Ulayuk Komangapik - Handmade teddy bears
Lizzie Flaherty - Sealskin purses

Ina Kaunak - Handmade beaded earrings
Abbygail Noah - Drawing arts from her Father

Zakiya Qaunaq - Jewelry & handcrafted tools
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Vendor Ina Kaunak with handmade beaded earrings Vendor Eleanor Partridge selling handmade earrings
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Vendor Abbygail Noah selling her father’s art Zakiya Qaunagq selling handmade jewelry
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The Conference t-shirt design by Muckpaloo Ipeelie
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https://www.katherinetakpannie.ca/home

PHOTOS BY

Katherine Takpannie

CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS

Muckpaloo Ipeelie
Beverly lllauqg
John Houston
Jessie Kangok

Ruben Komangapik
Ashley Stevens
Lolo Sirois

© 2025 Isaruit Inuit Arts

CONFERENCE STAFF

Felicia Tugak
Jeanie Kanayuk
Jackie Ittigaitok

Hayden Stuart

David Erkloo

Gwen Pallug

Jane Signoire

Jarome Qaqggasiq
Jimmy Kuniliusie
Sharon Nattaaq
lvan Nattaaq
Bobby Uttuigak
Ben from Resolute
Carmen Kownirk
Tristan Webster
Gina lgaalik
Jose Canelon,
Donn Hope & Karen Hope
Rosemary Keenainiak

COOKING ARTS

Gina lgaalik
Aija Komangapik
Inuuja Komangapik
Jimmy Kuniliusie

&
Reconseal Inuksuiti:

&N reconciliation through the seal

CONFERENCE REPORT BY

Jessie Kangok
Lolo Sirois
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