
Artists Elders’ Consultation  

Note that Isaruit has been having Elders’ Consultations for Inuit Artists, every Tuesday for two hours 

almost every week for 2 hours per week. These 2 hour consultations explore in depth perceptions of Inuit 

culture and traditions that can inform Inuit artists about their own true culture and their own 

development as pingutitijiit,  Creators (as opposed to “Artists” , a more colonial concept.  

Adapting to Change.   

August 9, 2022  

Attending:   

 

 

John Houston, from Halifax (just off the Ship)  

Phoebe Pitseolak – (Pang) in Ottawa  

Asenath Kannutaq –  (Pond Inlet) Ottawa  

David Erkloo – (Pond Inlet)  Ottawa  

Jushua Illauq – (Clyde River)  Maniwaki QC  

Nallaq LeDrew – (Iqaluit) , Toronto  (working at McMaster, U of T. etc. )  



Ben Illauq – (Clyde River) – Maniwaki  

Beverly Illauq – (Clyde) – Kemptville now  

 

David… likes trying out new materials.  

Ruben – makes trophies etc.  

Jushua -  Told that the adults were proud of him,  

a) Using what you have… you’ve done a good job  

b) Using new materials as they come along … its good to use things  

c) Make something useful for them, give them to some one to use, then it is GOOD.   

d) His Uncle who was teaching him things gave him different materials, and some he found, the 

things that came to them, then we can fashion them with our hands and learn to work with the 

new materials.  

e) If you don’t have some one who believes in you, then you can’t do things as well.   

f) Always do things the best way you can.   

g) Be proud as you learn to make things differently and adapt to the new materials… the materials 

that come to you…  

 

John:  

a) Jushua’s talk ,  I feel the same way  

b) Making abstract things… … the idea of abstract things, is  to help others understand what is in 

your mind as you approach that kind of thing. When I see what you make that like, in an 

abstract way, then I understand better you deep idea of what you are doing.  

c) For example, a carving of a polar bear, … I might look at it and think that’s not true to life, but 

then I need to look further and see what your idea of ‘polar bear’ is… from what you have made  

 

 

Ruben:  Would you let us know how you are conceiving the making of the trophies.. is it just to produce 

things ?  

a)  I always try to make something unique …  each trophy is different..  

b) For example for the soccer defence man, I used the idea of a walrus… because it is a defender…  

with a soccer ball.  

c) For player of the year… I have to think… what animal is right for this… then I work on that idea.  

d) ?  How you think of these things… the story behind them.   

e) Ruben:  Before I make a thing, I have the general idea, but the story behind it only develops as I 

develop the carving…. I like this..  then people are getting the idea of Inuit stories/ view on life, 

not just a First Nations view…  

 

For Jushua:  before machines etc, the elders , their stories.. did they make art work about them…  



Jushua:  

When I was a child, we learned stories as we fell asleep for example, and then formed the ideas in our 

imagination.  And often it seemed to be part of our ‘dreams’ when we were sleeping. We were so close 

to the animals and the land, so it was easy to think about those stories and images .  I think this is why it 

is really important now to bring forward the old stories, to help people think more straightly about the 

land and animals, in a more connected way, the way it was when I was a child.  .. Then we will be 

happier, when we remember the stories from before, and the way the animals were for our ancestors.  

In the old days, I wouldn’t want to go to sleep so I didn’t miss anything from the stories. I remember the 

times when we had only dog teams and umiaqs, etc, not the modern machines.  If we could return to 

that kind of life again, more closely connected to the land etc,  it would be much better for inuit . That 

way we would have the right boundaries for our  life.. that are true and useful. Then our lives could 

become stronger.  Then there would be less sadness, because you would be making things to reflect the 

stories you hear  and express that relationship, those interfaces  between human beings and the land, 

and the animals etcetera.   

 

As human beings,  on our own, without this relationship, we go the wrong way, and break things, 

including relationships. To get back on top of life, and to not lose their life, Inuit can find carving or 

making things to be very useful.    

 

That’s what I understand, what I just said.   

 

 

Beverly : How can Inuit living in the modern communities, and down south, how can we take up again 

this culture? 

 

Jushua;  in the south they have kids shows  Tree house, Sesame St etc. to show culture.. to kids and 

remind the generations of how life goes .  

In Inuit culture: - The women made dolls for the children, and the things of the life they lived.. qulliq 

ngauq, etc… and for the boys ,  hunting implements .. small ones, models. And games  

Nugluktak – pingualugit..  Games such as these - then they could learn how to be less angry easily. 

Inugait – taught people how life was lived in camps etc.   

We need to show up and bring back the games we used to play so that we can  

And teach the kids Women’s style life skills,  and men’s style life skills.   

Today.. we could use these.  We need to show these things, and give out the information on these 

activities to teach inuit culture to Inuit .  

Playing games, teaches children, young people, to adulthood, and to being elders. Then our lives can be 

restored.  Things that bring us back to the Inuit values will help everyone live better.  

Don’t just show them, do those things,  

We are here. We need to live into these things, not just sit there.  Even if you don’t remember them 

exactly, we need to them, and then it will come back to us.   

Qukkutaq, Ijiratitiniq , etc.    

 



Naullaq :   

I’ve been living in the south for 33 years.  I have had to follow Southern styles because I live there.  I like 

to practice my culture, drawing, sewing, telling stories, and playing the drum, telling stories… Even 

though my husband is Qallunaat my husband made this drum for me, out of sealskin, so that I can tell 

my stories with the drum… I have drawn on my drum, my grand mother, the mythical characters, 

Nuliarjuq, our dogs, etc…  

 

So this has helped me express my culture… here in Qaqllunanunanganik.  Here in the south, I don’t find 

much to inspire my Inuk side… I try to find things to help me remember, and do to do my culture.. can’t 

hunt, can’t eat wild meat that Inuit eat,  … I try to express my culture to the students and teachers I talk 

to, and whenever I am asked to come and speak about Inuit cultlure and traditions, I am really happy… 

and can do it.. but my question to you, Jushua, is … I am pulled in these two directions, qallunaat and 

inuk world, … how can I live my life as an Inuk here.. I can’t even go home because it is too expensive… I 

can’t get home.. how can I renew my culture here.  How can I be renewed if I stay here in the south like 

this… how can I still my soul , when I can’t go home….  

 

Jushua:  

Thank you for sharing like that.  Each of us has our own unique life.  You didn’t really choose to be this 

way, but it has happened.  You need to be proud of and remember your heritage, and you can be Inuk, 

use the Inuk life a lot here.  You didn’t choose it, but you can make it a place where you are Inuk in your 

place here in the south.  Thank you for sharing how you are keeping your culture alive.  The story of your 

spouse helping you out.. he is not so much Qaqllunaat as he is your partner, who is working with you to 

be who you are as an Inuk.  We don’t know … we can’t judge others about how they are being Inuk 

where they are.  I believe in what you are doing:  I am happy that you are doing all that, showing who 

you are, according to Inuit culture and traditions/ life.  Addictions, sadness, violence, these are not the 

way s that you were taught as and Inuk to live… it saps your life, as an Inuk.  Don’t questions why you 

are where you are.  Wherever you are you can be who you are… Don’t’ forget Qallunaat also have a life 

style, that is good for them.. they show it to us, we can show Inuit culture to them strongly, with all of 

those good things you are doing.  I’m so proud of you that you are showing your culture so strongly like .  

 

Ben :   

As a youth , I am realizing that what I have learned as an Inuk from my cultural roots is really useful for 

living anywhere. 

 

Break Notes: (15 minutes break from the recording)  

Ruben gets Rock from Ian Getsura in Montreal  

Manasie Akpalialik gets struff from Jatsura Ian in Montreal … gets tools there too.  

Manasie is up in Grise Firod.. they found a huge bowhead skill.  He’s going to make a masterpiece on a 

theme from it.   



John will be doing some filming of the project.  To broadcasting the story of the piece, part of the 

reconciliation story, etc… good for Canadian television.  M. A. will be sculpting it in Cobourg Ont.  In 

between studios.  … needs a tremendous amount of space..  

Manasie would need a place to live.. It seems that Isaruit needs a small apartment building for artists in 

residence to live etc.  

The fenced in area bside the school, cold become a place where he could work.  “Artist in Residence “ 

program.. would be great, here in Ottawa.   

Ruben:  new kind of high end 3M mask, full face, with a full face shield as well as aspirators  

Ruben: 

aI get so heavey when I don’t carve/ make things especially in stone  

b) it’s not great for my eyes and breathing… and I get really hot when I am carving especially in the 

summer.  

c)  Can be difficult as a carver, especially when I don’t have commissions for work, to pay the bills  

d) Have had money from Ontario, Quebec, and Canada Council… but need to apply for it.  I have had 

12 grands from the CCA…  

e)  So much to think about as a professional Inuk Artist… it’s not just playing around… it is hard work. 

And serious.  

 

Ben . You have explained to us  how is it to be a professional artist.. not too many people understand 

how it is. That’s good information.  

 

Asenath :  -  How is it for you… now as a sewer…  

I haven’t understood quite everything.   

I am remembering about a tradition in the past where we wore amautiks of different kinds through our 

life, and how good it was good to always have the ability to carry things in your amautik. It bothers me 

that we are no longer doing that.   

 

And wearing kamiks, … we wore qamiks all the time.  All different kinds. Seal skins, cloth.. out of 

anything   Living down here we can still wear kamiks, inside, at least slippers,  and carry on with that 

tradition.   

 

Phoebe?  

David?  

 

Ben asked John: About what the people are looking for on the boats, things made by Inuit. John:  

People really like the older , more traditional carvings … they value the things that are older … so that 

has an impact on young creators… I’m not trying to say, that young people need to make things only in 

the traditional way, like used to be done in the 50’ s etc.  But some of the traditional themes can be 

rendered into art by young people in new ways… People will always be really interested in things that 



reflect traditional life.. like life in an iglu, etc.  Maybe they prefer it, because it was more distinctly Inuit 

culture.  Things that are unique that reflect Inuit values, are really valued, by the people out there.   

 

Sewing stuff … what does that mean for things that you sew…  

David, for example, what do you think about what we can do to make things that reflect true Inuit 

culture?  These days, using plastic, new metals etc… to replace bone etc., is it valid, … Yes… I think as 

long as it works, it is useful, and it works,  

Ben:  Yes, we are Isaruit are looking at ways to make things in new ways, using what we have in hand.  

Like Jushua said.  

 

Ruben… as you make things, it’s important to not think about the money you’ll get.  I don’t’ really want 

to hear about money.. I am looking at what I can do with those materials.  .. For example when I made a 

qulliq for the Catholic Church out of red marble… I was doing community service, because I had done 

something wrong.  So I went to Father at the church, and offered it to him.. I made this so that my 

daughter could be baptized from this special font made in the shape of a qulliq.  So that’s how my 

daughter was baptized, and so now, I say, “I help make Catholics”, because they are baptized in a 

traditional stone qulliq style font that I made.  

 

Every things that I make, out of stone, is not what I’m told to make, but what I want to make, what the 

materials guides me to make… when I get a commission, like a carving for the 475th Anniversary of 

Quebec.  I put in a bid to make a carving of Jacques Cartier… with a cross that is really a harpoon., 

harpooning a seal.   

 

In the old days when people made teeth out of rock or made things out of teeth… what was that about?  

 

Jushua: 

Qalluviaq – near the heart… that tissue for example, the design of Qalluviaq was sought by women to 

make part of the sleeve on their clothing, similar to that … just like Michael Angelo made things, 

everything made in the old days had meaning. Still people are learning about the meaning Michael 

Angelo put into his works.  So it is with Inuit designs, example for clothing.  We are/ you are just learning 

about the different elements hidden in traditional works and designs… It is good to see these hidden 

things and understand what the artists was doing when they made them that way.   

 

And also there was a way of caring for people by providing things that are made properly for orphans 

etc., caring was built in to the culture through the designs, and so the caring of other, one of the deep 

inuit values, was used… today it seems that these ways for caring for each other, have been forgotten.  

… We need to understand the things behind these designs really well.  If we don’t’ we will make big 

mistakes, and that make what we make not as good… we need to remember these old ways of doing 

things according to our culture.     

 

Qayaks – etc on the oceans – need to be silent in the water, and not tippy.  In the old days when people 

hunteted when they were on the ocean/ land, hunting.  That’s the way they were.. silent.  That’s being 



forgotten these days in designs… and so designs are being eroded and don’t have the same purpose and 

use.   

 

Don’t’ let designs be guided by what tools and what materials you have.  Make them properly with the 

proper attributes for those items you are making.  If you let the tools and materials guide you alone, 

then you will be stuck , and make things less beautiful… No, make things in the proper way, and with the 

right attributes, according to traditions. Then what you make will be beautiful and will be useful, and will 

improve… Then you won’t get despondent about what you make and about the process you are using to 

make things.  Today … with life going at such a fast pace, it is even more important to keep your life 

going well in order to make good things.   

 

Ruben:  I just want to say what Uvalik Tungilik told me , that I really value:  

To be a stone sculptor you have to have suffered before, you have to know what suffering 

is, or else you are not able to do this because it is very hard work.  You will have to work 

really hard… That is what it is to be an artist working in stone.    

 

(After recording stopped   )John Houston talked with Isaruit .  

 

Jushua: John, You have set out a road for other people to work with Inuit creators/ artists …  without 

worrying so much about the money, but setting it up sustainably so that you can keep your business 

helping Inuit with their art, and set out the way for others to do that after you.  Thank you!   

 

Phoebe; I am really thankful for you, even though you are a Qallunaak, you really understand Inuit 

culture and speak to us and understand us so easily , so you can help us.   

 

bhi. (unedited paraphrase into English of the Inuktitut proceedings of this meeting. See the original 

meeting on isaruit’s You Tube Channel on www.isaruit.ca ).   

 

http://www.isaruit.ca/

